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Summary  of  the  October  I9i£  Monthly  Narrative  Report  for 
YELLOWSTONE  8ATI0NAL  PARK 

Beautiful  clear  weather,  above  normal  tempera- 
tures and  below  normal  precipitation*  Maximum 
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SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES: 


INSP2CTI0NS  : 


PLANS,  MAPS  ASP 
SURVEYS  j 


PUBLICITY 


CCMPLAIKTS: 


MAIHTSKAKCiJj 


at  Mammoth  73   ,  minimum  12°.  1 

Mr,  Rogers  to  Superintendents  Conference,  made 
trips  to  ft.  M.   Nichols  ranch  at  Gallatin  and  to 
Boseman,   and  talked  before  Lions  Club  at  Billings. 
Rogers  and  Joffe  to  Dude  Ranchers  Convention  at 
Sun  Valley  and  to  other  points  in  Idaho.     Dude 
Ranchers  officers  elected.     Delegation  from  Jackson 
Hole  here  in  connection  with  betterment  of  South 
Approach  Road.     Pishing  season  elosed  October  13*  1 

Local  Civil  Service  Board  held  examinations  for 
Administrative  Assistant  and  for  Clerk  CAF-l-lj..  2 

Three   Investigators  from  General  Accounting  Offioe, 
Washington,   here   since  September  16,   departed 
October  6.     John  D.   Slye  and  0.  C.  Macfarl&ne, 
PRA,   Cheyenne,   in.  2 

Considerable  work  done  preparation  of  road  esti- 
mates and  project  construction  proposals.      Office 
without  services  of  Assistant   Engineer  since  Haines' 
resignation  on  17th.     Position  reallocated  to 
Sngineer  (Civil)    BfeS-J.  2 

Press  release  regarding  19*1*6  travel  sent  to  mail- 
ing lists  and  story  regarding  arrest  of  two  poach- 
ers sent  to  AP  and  UP.     U7»800  19^7  broadsides  on 
hand.  2 

One  complaint  letter  received  during  month. 

Perfect  weather  but  little  done  due  to  curtailment 
of  crews  because  of  lack  of  funds.     Snow  fence, 
guide  pole  and  building  bracing  work  nearly  com- 
plete.    Two  snowstorms  temporarily  blocked  roads. 
New  Hough  front-end  loaders  tried  and  satisfactory.       2 
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HEW  CONSTRUCTION!         Section  C,   South  Approach  Road  nearly  complete. 

Under  separate  contract  2500  tons   crushed  rook 
base  course  made  by  McLaughlin..   Inc.     Work  at 
Canyon  about  1,0$  complete.     Chip  sealing  project, 
between  O.F.   and  Mammoth  closed  down  for  season. 
Work  continued  coal  bin  and  furnace  school  build- 
ing and  Installation  furnace  Chapel.     Residence, 
No  102   completed  and  100  fireplaces  prefabricated 
for  oampgrounds. 
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CONCESSION'S « 


INTERPRETIVE  SER- 
VICES:  


MUSEUM  ACTIVITIES 


RESEARCH  AND  0B- 


Howard  Brown,  Manager  Hotel  Division,   and  John  Q 
Nichols,   Assistant  to  President,  Yellowstone  Park 
Co.,    left  for  California.     Huntley  Child,   Secretary, 
moved  offices  to  Helena.     W.  M.  Nichols,   President, 
visited  park  on  14th.     O.P.  tourist  cabins,   cafe- 
teria and  repair  shop  closed  10th,   Lake  Store 
closed  15th  and  O.F.  Store  closed  21*t. 

Review  and  revision  of  interpretive  statement 
materials  in  progress.     Preparation  of  plans  for 
19l*9  program. 

Museum  exhibits  checked  against  records  and  new 
artifacts  accessioned.     Repairs  made  to  museum 
cases.     Considerable  cleaning  and  rearranging 
done  in  llorris  Museum  and  elimination  of  rats 
and  squirrels  around  museums because  of  damage. 
Considerable  work  done  at  O.F.  Museum  and  court- 
yard exhibit.     Correspondence  re.   advertisement 
by  Ward's  Natural  Science  Supply  House  re.   speci- 
mens on  sale  by  them;   referred  to  Director's 
office.     Shutters  placed  on  wayside  exhibits. 

Review  of  list  of  prominent  geysers  appearing  in 
book  on  Yellowstone  by  Chittenden  and  revisions. 
Porcupines  frequently  seen  on  roadsides. 


Coaments   of  Park  Naturalist  Watson  on  porcupines 
inhabiting  road  areas.     Abundance  of  sulphur 
crystals  forming  on  features  at  Silver  Springs 
area,   Gibbon  Meadows.     Few  people  to  area  but 
someone  had  broken  off  specimens  of  sulphur. 
Elk  in  area;   two  antlered  skulls  found.     In  re- 
mote area  large  roll  of  tape  found  which  must 
have  been  dropped  from  plane.     Observation  ©f 
muskrat  houses  between  Lake  and  Canyon. 
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Many  ducks  and  geese  on  Yellowstone  liver  and  bays 
of  Lake  and  large  number  Trumpeter  swan  on  Lake 
outlet.  Two  coyotes  observed  stalking  porcupine 
but  disturbed  and  outcome  unknown*  Samples  of 
water  from  O.F.  water  supply  and  from  spring  near 
West  Thumb  Paint  Pots  to  Bethesda  for  research. 
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HATURAL  HISTORY 
ASSOC  lA*OT« 


Demonstration  given  on  preparation  of  animal 
study  skins  by  J.  R.  Aleore,   a  specialist. 
Unusual  number  geysers  observed  one  trip.     Bain- 
bow  Geyser  unusually  active.     Considerable  work 
done  on  place  names  file  and  determination  of 
place  name  sources. 

Regular  book  sales  terminated  in  September  and 
only  mail  requests  filled.     Series  of  forms  for 
keeping  records  of  Association  business  prepared* 
September-October  Yellowstone  Mature  Jfotes  dis- 
tributed and  mailing  list  growing.     Many  Hature 
lotes  articles  have  been  reprinted  in  periodicals 
and  newspapers.     Ass'n  purchased  sound  motion 
picture  projector  from  J.  Q.  Nichols. 

IHCRSASS  OR  DS-  Ideal  weather  and  2$#  more  visitors  than  October 

CR8ASB  If  TlAVBLa     I9kl»   6,5^+  vehicles  carrying  17,9^2  visitors. 


i 
V 


VISITORS » 


Paula  DeSouea,  Roberto  R.  Frogone,  Miguel  Angel 
Cesarl,   01 of  S*  Ryberg,  T,  W.   Gevers,  Mrs* 
Beula  Brown  Sanborn* 


RANGSR  SBRVICIj 


LAW  3NF0RCEKSKT  * 


Most  ranger  stations  manned  all  month,  post-season 
permits  issued  to  cars.     Gates  kept  looked  9  P*m* 
to  7*5°  a«m*     All  patrol  cabins  stocked  with 
winter  rations.     Boundary  patrols  maintained  and 
highway  patrols  continued* 

Trail  maintenance,  wood  cutting,  corral  mainten- 
ance and  dissemination  of  information*     Patrol 
of  side  roads.     District  Rangers  Jay  and  ^yquist 
to  Building  Fire  and  Inspection  School  at  Tosemite. 
Last  seasonal  r%j&g9T  terminated. 

Cue  case  regarding  illegal  killing  of  elk  tried 
and  the  two  men  sentenced* 
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WILDLIFS  km  FISH 

TEST.    IsARSl 


ILK  i 


More  numerous  than  usual  along  roadways,  probably 
due  to  continued  travel.     Ho  injuries  and  tmn 
property  damages  during  month,   total  each  for 
season  3&*     Two  blacks  killed,  total  6  blacks  and 
3  grisslies  killed  for  control  purposes  for  season, 
and  2  due  to  accident  injuries*  3 

Few  moved  into  Mammoth  community  but  no  noted 

movement  to  outside  areas  and  hunting  conditions 

poor  •  S 

Mild  weather  resulted  in  elk  remaining  in  summer 

and  fall  ranges  and  hunting  conditions  outside 

poor*  2,600  maximum  kill  set  for  southern  Park 

County  and  J4OO  for  upper  Gallatin.  8 
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fish  culttobj 


FCR3ST  FIRS  PRO- 
F0&SST  IKSSCTS: 


TRAILS j 


ACCIDESTS* 


HMMBBBBh 
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Pago 
Seme  seen  near  Gardiner  River  below  Mammoth.  """"Cr 

Lefts  higher  summer  ranges  for  winter  ranges. 

38  observed  north  of  boundary  on  17th.  9 

Fish  trap  on  Madison  River  used  to  take  Lech 
Leven  trout  for  spawn-taking  purposes,  one -fourth 
million  eggs  taken  by  end  of  month.  9 

Fire  at  Cascade  Lake,  burned  large  amount  of  grass 

and  entered  timber,   required  considerable  mop-up.  9 

Tom  Terrell  ef  Bureau  of  JSntomology  &  plant  Quaran- 
tine oontaeted  by  Asst.  Chief  Ranger  Chapman  at 
Beehler  and  mountain  pine  beetle  problem  discussed. 
Found  V9ry  little   infestation  h9T9*  9 

Large  spruce  and  fir  blew-down  in  Beehier-Gld 

Faithful  trail.  9 

3  motor  vehicle  accidents  reported,  all  minor  and 
involved  private  vehieles.  9 

James  ?.   O'Connor,   Payroll  Clerk,  CAF-lj,  resigned. 
Charles  C.   Fuller  promoted  to  Fiscal  Accountant, 
CAF-7«     J*  Stanley  Fillmore  promoted  to  Storekeeper 
(•General),  CAF-5*     William  A.  Siastoeh  appointed  to 
new  position  of  Property  Clerk,   CAjNLj..     Warren  0. 
Hotehkiss  promoted  to  Payroll  Clerk,    CAF«4j.  and  John 
If.  Gallo  appointed  larehouseman-Truok  Driver,    CAF-3*     9 

Ruth  C.  Carlson,   Seasonal  Clerk-Typist,   CAF-3  *»d 

Isabel  C.  MoCabe,  Seasonal  Clerk-Stenographer, 

CAF-3  terminated.  10 

Father  of  Mrs.  Irene  Svans,  Telephone  Operator, 
and  father  of  Robert  Robinson,  Master  Meohanie, 
passed  away.  10 

First  fall  meeting  of  FISU.     Lawrence  Murray  and 
Soma  Lou  Li  Hey  married.     Willis  Stanton  and 
Agnes  Hsleh  married.     Halloween  party  for  Mammoth 
children  and  Halloween  dance.  10 
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ffice  of  the  Superintendent 


MSMORAKDUM  for  the  Director. 


Report  1ml 
UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

Yellowstone  Hational  Park 
Yellowstone  Park,  Wyoming, 


Hot  ember  ij.,   19i|B« 


Following  is  the  report  of  activities  for  Yellowstone  Jiational  Park 
during  the  month  of  October  191*8. 

Wsather  Conditions*     The  month  was  marked  with  beautifully  olear 
weather,  above  normal  temperatures  and  below  normal  precipitation.     At 
Mammoth  thirteen  days  were  clear*  twelve  partly  cloudy  and  six  were  cloudy. 
The  total  preoipitation  recorded  here  was  0,03  inches,  as  compared  to  0,78 
inches  in  19^7.  3-3U  inches  in  I9U6,  Q.i+7  inches  in  19^5.  0»89  inches  in 
I94U  and  I.83  inches  in  19^3  •     The  maximum  temperature  recorded  for  the 
month  was  73  degrees  on  October  3  and  the  minimum  temperature  of  12  degrees 
was  observed  on  October  12.     Only  two  snow  flurries  occurred  and  all  park 
roads  were  free  of  snow  at  the  close  of  the  month.     In  addition,  the  highway 
from  the  Northeast  Entrance  to  Red  Lodge,  Montana,  was  open  for  travel, 
except  for  short  periods  during  the  entire  month. 

Special  Activities.     Superintendent  Rogers  attended  the  Superintendents' 
Conference  at  Grand  Canyon,  Arisona,   from  October  U  to  8,  having  left  the 
Yellowstone  on  September  3^  *nd  returned  on  October  13»     On  October  17  Mr. 
Rogers  visited  with  Mr.   W.  M.   Nichols  at  his  ranch  on  the  Gallatin  and  the 
following  day  worked  in  the  library  in  Boseraan  on  his  project  covering 
lational  Park  legislative  history.     He  returned  that  evening.     Work  was  con- 
tinued in  the  library  on  the  19th.     On  October  21  the  Superintendent  talked 
before  the  Lions  Club  in  Billings  and  on  October  2I4  he  and  Administrative 
Assistant  Joffe  left  for  Sun  Valley,   Idaho,  to  attend  the  Dude  Ranchers 
Convention.     Sn  route  to  Sun  Yalley  they  visited  at  Craters  of  the  Moon 
Rational  Monument  and  on  the  return  journey  stopped  at  Arco,  Idaho,  for  a 
visit  with  former  Governor  Bottolfsen  and  in  Idaho  Falls  for  a  conference 
with  directors  of  the  Idaho  Falls  Chamber  of  Commerce  with  regard  to  a  pro- 
posed new  route  in  to  Old  Faithful  via  the  southwest  corner  of  the  park. 
Paul  Tan  Cleve,  Jr*t  of  the  Lacy  K  Bar  Ranch,   Big  Timber,  Montana,  was 
elected  president  of  the  Dude  Ranchers  Association  to  succeed  Charles  C. 
Moore  of  Dubois,  Wyoming,  and  Stan  Decker  of  Cora,  Wyoming,  was  elected 
vice-president . 

A  delegation  from  the  Jackson  Hole,    consisting  of  Archie  Pendergraft, 
Jackson  Chamber  of  Commerce*   Cleyo  Kama;   Wallace  T.  Hiatt,   Broken  Arrow 
Ranch;  and  Howard  Balleu,  all  of  Jackson;  and  J.  P.  Cowan  and  W.  H.  Watson 
of  Dubois,  doming,  called  on  the  Superintendent  on  October  29  in  connection 
with  the  bettering  of  the  road  to  the  south  entrance  from  Mor&n. 

The  fishing  season  closed  in  the  park  at  sundown  on  October  15* 
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The  Local  Civil  Service  Board  held  an  examination  for  Administrative 
Assistant  for  the  13th  Civil  Service  Region  on  October  22,   at  which  there 
nere  two  competitors,   and  an  examination  for  Clerk  CAPl  to  CAF-4  on  October 
29,  at  which  there  were  ten  competitors. 

Inspect ions.     T.   0.  McCurdy,  C.  P.  Detwiler  and  G.  P.  Connolly,   Inves- 
tigators,   Office  of  Investigation,   General  Accounting  Office,   Washington, 
D.  C,  who  arrived  September  16,  departed  October  6.     John  D.  Siye,   District 
Sngineer,   and  P.   C  Maofarlane,  Maintenance  Engineer,   FHA,   Cheyenne,   in 
October  13,   out  11+. 

Plans ,  Maps  and  Surveys.     Considerable  work  was  done  in  the  engineering 
office  on  the  preparation  of  road  estimates  and  project  construction  pro- 
posals.    The  office  has  been  without  the  services  of  an  assistant  engineer 
since  September  1?  due  to  the  resignation  of  Augrey  L«  Haines,   Sngineer 
(Civil)   P&S-2.     On  October  28  a  new  position  of  Engineer  (Civil)   B&S-3  was 
established  to  replace  the  P&S-2  position  formerly  held  hy  Mr.  Haines  and 
it  is  hoped  that  a  satisfactory  employee  can  be  secured  to  fill  this  posi- 
tion at  an  early  date. 

Publicity.     A  press  release  regarding  the  19U-8  travel  was  sent  out 
to  the  park's  mailing  lists  on  October  8.     On  October  20  the   Associated 
Press  and  United  Press  at  Helena  trare  phoned  stories  of  the  arrest  and 
conviction  of  two  poachers  found  killing  three  elk  in  th©  park. 

A  total  of  V7»300  of  the  Yellowstone  I9I+7  broadsides  remained  on 
hand  at  the  end  of  the  month.      No  194$  broadsides  were  published  for  the 
year. 

Complaints.     One  complaint  was  received  during  the  month  regarding 
the  scarcity  of  bears  and  the  condition  of  cabins,  accommodations  in  the 
cabins  and  the  general  attitude  of  concessioner  employees. 

Maintenance.     The  month  was  nearly  perfect  for  fall  work,  but  very 
little  was  accomplished  because  practically  all  maintenance  orews  had  been 
terminated  for  the  season  on  account   of  a  shortage  of  funds. 

Practically  all  snow  fences  and  guide  poles  are  up  and  only  one  day 
remains  to  finish  bracing  all  buildings  out  in  the  park. 

On  October  5  a  snow  storm  hit  most  of  the  park.     Ten  inches  of  snow 
fell  in  Craig  Pass  and  about  nine  inches  in  Sylvan  Pass.     Snow  plows  soon 
had  the  roads  open  and  the   pavement  was  soon  bare.     Sunday  night,  the  Jlst, 
a  wet,  heavy  snow  fell  over  most  of  the  park  and  was  continuing  through 
the  1st. 

We  were  able  to  try  out  our  new  Hough   front-end  loaders  and  *re  well 
pleased  with  their  operation. 

Sew  Construction.     Construction  on  the  South  Approach  load,  Koran  to 
Yellowstone,   Section  Cf  under  contract  to  SacLaughlin,    Inc.,   is  nearly 
completed.     The  contractor  expects  to  finish  up  and  move  out  within  the 
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next  five  to  ten  days*     Under  a.  separate  contract  with  McLaughlin  Inc. 
2,500  tons  of  crushed  rook  base  course  was  made,  1,200  tons  of  this  material 
to  be  used  for  base  course  on  the  proposed  widening  of  the  South  Entrance 
Road  at  the  Entrance  Checking  Station  and  1,300  tons  to  be  used  for  mainten- 
ance on  the  Koran  to  Yellowstone  Approach    toad. 

Work  on  project  1-F3»   Ok  on  the  grand  loop  at  Canyon  is  also  progres- 
sing very  well*     The  job  is  approximately  U&  per  oent  complete*     Most  of 
the  rough  grading  is  completed  and  the  large  fill  over  Cascade  Creek  is 
nearly  finished.     Less  rock  was  encountered  than  anticipated  end  the  weather 
was  nearly  perfect  for  this  type  work.     The  contractor  expects  to  move  out 
for  the  winter  in  about  a  week. 

Chip  sealing  project  1a,   IB  and  portion  of  1C  on  grand  loop  under 
contract  with  Peter  Kiewit  Sons  has  closed  down  for  the  season.     Approxi- 
mately four  miles  of  sealing  with  ohips  were  completed  on  the  south  end* 
Cold  weather  prevented  laying  more  of  the  chips.     A  prime  coat  of  RC-2  was 
placed  on  approximately  twelve  miles  of  the  driest  sections  and  all  the 
chips  were  crushed  and  stock  piled*     fire  hundred  tons  additional  ohips 
were  crushed  and  stock  piled   for  use  on  regular  maintenance.     These  extra 
chips  were  paid  for  from  maintenance  funds  and  the  park  is  to  be  reimbursed 
from  the  Regional  Reserve  Fund. 

Work  was  continued  on  the  construction  of  the  coal  bin  and  the  erection 
of  the  furnace  in  the   school  and  community  building,   Job  201-23 .     The  instal- 
lation of  the  furnace  in  the  Chapel  Building,   Ho*  17,  was  nearly  completed, 
Job  201-15.     Residence,   Building  No*   102,  was  completed,   Job  201-37.     One 
hundred  fireplaces  were  prefabricated  and  are  ready  to  be  set  in  connection 
with  campground  extension  at  Pishing  Bridge,   Old  Faithful  and  West  Thumb, 
Account  Ij.70. 

Concessioners.     Howard  B.  Brown,  Manager  of  the  Hotel  Division  for  the 
Yellowstone  Park  Company,   left  the  park  for  California  on  October  2.     John 
Q*   Nichols,   Assistant  to  the   President,   left  for  California  on  October  21. 
The  following  day  Huntley  Child,   4r»,  Secretary  and  Manager  of  the  Lodge 
Division,  moved  his  offices  to  Helena  for  the  winter.     W.  M*  Nichols, 
President  of  the  Company,  was  a  visitor  on  October  li^. 

The  Old  Faithful  tourist  cabins,  cafeteria  and  repair  shop  were  closed 
on  October  10.     The  Hamilton  Lake  Store  was  closed  on  October  15  and  the 
Old  Faithful  Store  on  the  31st. 

Interpretive  Services.     Considerable  time  was  given  over  to  reviewing 
the  files  on  interpretive  statement  materials  prepared  for  Yellowstone  Park 
and  the  final  statements  whioh  were  submitted  for  approval  were  located  and 
a  revision  of  these  is   now  in  progress  with  some  work  having  been  accomplished 
on  it* 

There  is  no  special  program  now  set  up  for  public  interpretation  of  the 
park  but  the  efforts  of  the  Naturalist  Division  are  now  being  devoted  to  the 
preparation  of  plans  for  the  program  for  19^9  0*1  museum  planning,   prepara- 
tion of  the  interpretive  statement  and  the  organisation  of  visual  aids 
materials,  exhibit  materials  and  other  necessary  items  for  the  coming  year. 
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Museum  Activities  and  Exhibits  ♦     All  museum  exhibits  in  the  museums  at 
Norris,  Madison  Junction,    Old  Faithful  and  Wishing  Bridge  have  been  checked 
against  accession  records  and  new  artifacts   acquired  by  the  park  have  been 
accessioned.     Artifacts  which  have  been  on  exhibit  without  accession  numbers 
have  been  accessioned  and  numbers  assigned  to  them.     Several  museum  oases 
have  been  opened  and  minor  repairs  made  to  exhibits  in  these  oases. 

Extensive  work  was  done  at  the   Morris  Museum  when  all  diorama  were 
removed,    opened,  cobwebs  and  dust  cleaned  out  of  themj   ground  glass  backings 
cleaned,   all  pack-rat  refuse  and  debris  removed  from  the  alleyways  under  the 
exhibits  and  all  specimens  thoroughly  dusted,    feathers  rearranged  and  mounts 
straightened.     The  large  exhibit  in  the  foyer  was  taken  down  and   the  speci- 
mens re fastened,   the  volcanic  bomb  rehung  and  the  angle  of  all  specimen 
shelves  changed  so  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  work  on  this   case  again 
soon. 

A  concentrated  effort  has  been  made  to  eliminate  all  rats  and   squirrels 
around  the  museums  because  of  the  axtensive  damage  they  tend  to  do  during 
the  winter  months.     The  last  observations  made  indicate  at  the  present  there 
are  none   of  these  animals  around. 

Work  was  done  at  the   Old  Faithful  Museum,   and  one   exhibit  case  opened 
and  the  exhibit  fixed.     All  Riker  mounts  in  the   courtyard  were  taken  down, 
those  needing  new  specimens  and  repairs  were  brought  to  the  headquarters 
museum  and  in  addition  all  pictures  whidi  needed  remounting  and  their  frames 
repaired  have  been  brought  to  the  headquarters  museum  so  that  this  work 
might  be  accomplished  during  the  winter  months. 

Some  correspondence  was  oarried  on  with  respect  to  an  advertisement 
sent  out  by  the  Ward's  Natural  Science  Supply  House   on  the  availability  of 
geological  specimens  from  Yellowstone  National  Park  which  could  be  purchased 
from  them.     This  matter  is   now  being  handled  by  the  Director's  Office. 

All  shutters  were  placed  on  wayside  exhibits  the  26th  day  of  the  month. 

Research  and  Observation.      One  project  which  took  considerable  time  was 
the   revision  of  £he   list  of  prominent  geysers  of  Yellowstone  National  Park 
which  appears   in  the  book  "Yellowstone  National  Park"  by  Hiram  Chittenden* 
This   list  was   revised  and  the  revised  copy  sent  to  the  Stanford  University 
Press.     To  make  a  proper  revision  required  running  down  sources  of  names  and 
considerable  time  in  reviewing   the  recent  reports   of  geyser  activity  in  the 
various   geyser  basins  in  order  to  properly  establish  details   concerning  these 
geysers. 

That  the  porcupine  might  be  considered  as  very  common  in  Yellowstone 
is   supported  by  the  observations  which  have  been  made  by  almost  everyone 
traveling  the  roads  of  the  park,    for  each  night   several  are   seen  by  travelers 
along  the  roadside.     Park  Naturalist  Watson  made  some  interesting  observa- 
tions and  a  count  of  animals  seen  on  a  trip  from  the  Northeast  Entrance  to 
the  park  headquarters,   and  he  has  the  following  comments  to  make  with  respect 
to  these   observations: 
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"The  large  number  of  porcupines  which  appear  along  Yellow- 
stone roads  after  dark  during  the  suamer  and  fall  has  been  the  sub- 
ject of  considerable   interest  and  discussion.     One  is  lead  to  wonder 
whether  he  might   find  them  in  equal  numbers   just  any  place  out  away 
from  the  roads,   or  whether  they  find  something  of  unusual  interest 
to  them  in  the  area  Immediately  adjacent  to  the  road  shoulders  and 
thus  congregate  there.     Perhaps  it  is  a  matter  worthy  of  some  further 
investigation,  as  off  hand  I  am  unable  to  see  any  pood  reason  for 
their  apparent  preference.     Out   of  literally  hundreds  seen  along  the 
roads  after  dark  during  the  past  three  years,  very  few  have  been  seen 
actually  on  the  hard  surface;  mostly  they  seem  interested  in  something 
in  the  grass  along  the  shoulders,   yet  they  are  supposed  to  feed  almost 
exclusively  on  the  bark  of  evergreen  trees.     During  a  return  trip  from 
the   Northeast  Entrance  on  a  late  weekend  evening  nine  of  these  spiney 
characters  were  counted  between  Northeast  Entrance  and  Tower  Falls, 
and  twenty-three  more  were  counted  from  there  on  into  Mammoth •" 

Several  trips  were  made  into  the  field  for  observation  purposes  during 
the  month  and  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  these  was  made  by  Park  Naturalist 
Watson  and  Chief  Park  Naturalist  Condon  to  the  Silver  Springs  area  at  the 
western  end  of  Gibbon  Meadows.     On  this  occasion  observations  were  made  of 
thermal  phenomena  in  this  area.     There  is  an  abundance  of  sulphur  ocouring 
along  some   of  the  fractures*     A  few  interesting  sulphur  crystals  were  ob- 
served and  photographs  were  made  of  the  thermal   features.     Especially  of 
Svening  Primrose  Spring  which  is  an  unusually  beautiful  pool  with  a  light 
over-flow,  having  a  brilliant  cadmium  yellow  color,  the  pool  rim  being  of 
this  same  color  and  the  interior  of  the  pool  a  dark  green.     The  waters  of 
the  pool  are   constantly  agitated  with  the  violent  release  of  gas  from  below* 

Physical  evidence  in  this   thermal  area  indicates  that  very  few  of  the 
visitors  to  Yellowstone   Park  ever  get  to  this  area*     Howsver,   someone  had 
been  into  the  area  and  in  many  places  had  broken  specimens  of  sulphur  free 
from  the  edges  of  sinter  vents.     In  several  places  there  was  pronounced  evi- 
dence of  elk  spending  a  great  deal  of  time  during  the  winter  months  and  the 
skulls  of  two  bull  elk  were  found  lying  on  the  formation  with  their  antlers 
still  attached. 

On  the  return  from  this  area  a  circuitous  route  was  followed  through 
the  long  fingered  meadows  which  carry  away  from  Gibbon  Meadows  toward  Mt. 
Holmes,  and  in  one  of  these  a  large  roll  of  tape  was  found  -which  was  T9ry 
peculiar  in  appearanoe  and  gave  evidence  of  having  been  dropped,  probably 
from  an  airplane  passing  over  because  such  a  tiling  would  not  be  found  in  a 
remote  spot  like   this  unless  dropped  from  the  air# 

One  interesting  observation  made  during  the  month  was  the  large  number 
of  muskrat  houses  which  were  readily  visible  from  the  road  as  you  drive 
between  Lake  and  Canyon*     On  one  occasion  21  oonspieuous  rat  houses  were 
seen  along  this  route.     There  undoubtedly  ware  others  which  could  not  be 
seen  which  occurred  on  bends  of  the  river  not  visible  from  the  road. 
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This  fall  has  been  one  in  which  there  has  been  a  large  ooneentration 
of  ducks  and  geese  along  the  Yellowstone  River  and  on  the  bays  of  the  Lake. 
Up  to  the  close  of  the  month  of  October  no  large  flocks  of  Whistling  Swan 
were  observed  and  the  largest  number  of  swans  seen  in  one  group  were  the 
Trumpeter  Swan  on  the  outlet  of  Lake  Yellowstone. 

On  the  27th  two  coyotes  were  watched  by  Chief  Park  Haturalist  Condon 
and  Dr.   Gevers  stalking  a  porcupine  at  the  edge  of  the  Gibbon  Meadows.     These 
coyotes  were   circling  the  porcupine,  would  sit  down  and  watch  him  for  a  few 
minutes  and  when  he  appeared  to  be  getting  away  for  the  forest  in  one  direc- 
tion one  coyote  would  move  over  in  front  and  the  other  would  move  behind  the 
porcupine •     This  procedure  went  on  for  some  minutes  and   then  the  coyotes 
became  disturbed  by  our  presence  and  went   over  to  the  edge  of  the  woods 
where  they  sat  and  watched  the  porcupine,  who  then  started  to  cross  an  open 
section  of  meadow  toward  the  forest.     '!flhen  this  happened  the  coyotes  moved 
down  into  the  area  ahead  of  the   porcupine.      It  became  obvious  that  we  had 
disturbed  a  wildlife  drama  and  since  it  looked  as  though  nothing  more   un- 
usual than  that  wc  had  already  seen  would  take  place  the  trip  was  continued 
to  Old  Faithful.     UShat  happened  to  the  coyotes  or  the   porcupine  is  unknown 
to  us. 

Two  one-gallon  samples  of  water  were  sent  during  the  month  to  Dr.  F.  A* 
Arnold,   Jr.,   Sr.  Dental  Surgeon,   USPHS,   at  the  National  Institute  of  Dental 
Researoh,   Bethesda,  Maryland*     These  samples  were  taken,   one  frosi  the  water 
supply  at  Old  Faithful  and  the   other  from  the  boiling,   roily  spring  near  the 
paint  pots  at  "West  Thumb.     Dr.  Arnold  is  doing  research  work  on  the  fluoride 
content  of  waters  and  was  especially  interested  in  securing  samples  from 
these  two  areas  for  analysis. 

On  the  26th  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  J.  R.  Alcorn,  who  is  a  specialist 
in  the  preparation  of  study  skins,  a  brief  course  of  instruction  was  given 
on  the  preparation  of  mammal  study  skins  to  Naturalists  Condon,  Watson, 
Aloorn  and   to  Park  Biologist  Kittaas  by  him.     A  sample   specimen  of  a  pine 
squirrel  was   secured  and  he  gave  a  v^ry  enlightening  demonstration. 

In  making  observations   of  the  Upper  Geyser  Basin  on  the  27th  Chief  Park 
Raturalist  Condon  was  very  fortunate  in  seeing  the  Grand  Geyser,  Castle 
Geyser,  Lion  Geyser,   Old  Faithful  Geyser,  twice,  Daisy  Geyser,  twice,   Grotto 
Geyser,   Rainbow  Geyser,   Jewel  Geyser,  Sawmill  Geyser,   an  unnamed  geyser  on 
geyser  hill,  Spouter  Geyser  and  the  Sapphire  Fool  all  in  eruption.      In  addi- 
tion to  this  the  fthite  Dome  was  seen  in  eruption  twice  in  the  Lower  Geyser 
Basin. 

The  Rainbow  Geyser  in  the  Black  Sand  Basin  has  been  unusually  active 
during  the  last  six  weeks  and  recently  has  been  erupting  on  a  four  minute 
interval.     These  eruptions  are  not  violent  and  there  is  only  an  occasional 
spectacular  spout  to  any  great  height.     There  has  been  lots  of  sinter  broken 
loose  and  the  entire  terrace  around  the  old  gainbow  Pool  has  a  devastated 
look  with  the  huge  chunks   of  sinter  strewn  over  it. 

Considerable  work  has  been  done  on  the  place-names  file  and  some  work 
done  on  the  determination  of  the  source  of  place-names. 
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Mature!  History  Association.     Th©   regular  book  salsa  activities  of  this 
association  were  terminated  in  September  and  during  October  only  a  few  sales 
westing  mail  requests  have  been  made.     A  series  of  forms  for  keeping  the 
records  of  this  associations  business  were  prepared  by  Park  BJaturalist 

sat son. 

The  September-October  issue  of  Yellowstone  Mature  Notes  was  sent  out 
and  a  total  of  380  copies  were  placed  in  the  mail,  with  an  additional  107 
copies  distributed  to  people   locally.     The   requests  for  i*iis   publication  are 
increasing  and  it  is  anticipated  that  next  issues  mailing  list  will  be  some- 
what greater  than  at  present*     A  number  of  articles  that  are  published  in 
Yellowstone   Kature  Notes  are  being  reprinted  in  periodicals  and  newspapers. 
Especially  are  these  being  utilised  in  the  magatine   sections  of  the  Sunday 
editions. 

During  the  month  the  Association  purchased  from  Mr.   J.   Q.  Hichols   of  the 
Yellowstone  Park  Hotel  Company  a  Model  FB-25,   lojam  Eastman  sound  motion 
picture  projector. 

I  acreage  or  Decrease  in  Travel .     Ideal  weather  during  the  entire  month 
was  conducive  Wo  travel*   and"  a  large  number  of  visitors  took  the  opportunity 
to  view  the  park  at  a  oolorful  time  of  the  year,   and  to  observe  the  variety 
of  wildlife  that  generally  could  be  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  ihe  roads. 

A  total  of  65ltij.  vehicles  carrying  17»9^  visitors  entered  the  park 
during  the  month,  as  compared  to  5127  vehicles  with  13*6148  persons  in  October 
19U7*   &  gain  of  29$ •     Forty  persons  entered  the  park  by  means  other  than 
vehicles,  making  a  grand  total  for  the  month  of  17*982  visiters* 

Visiters.     Paula  DeSousa,   Park  Service,   Brazil,   South  America,   in  south 
October  5.     Roberto  R.   Frogone,  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Hatioral  Parks 
and  Miguel  Angel  Cesari,  Assistant  Chief  of  Department  of  Construction, 
Republic  of  Argentina,   in  east  October  8,   out  9«     Dr.    Olof  jg*  Ryberg, 
American  Seandanavian  Foundation,   Bew  York  City,   in  west  23,   out  26*     Prof. 
T.  W.  Gevers,   Department  of  Geology,  University  of  V&twatcrsrand,  Johannes- 
burg,  South  Africa,   in  north  October  27,    out  $Q»     Mrs.   Beula  Brown  Sanborn, 
National  Park  Concessions,  Mammoth  Cave,  Kentucky,   in  October  28* 

Ranger  Service.     All  entrance  stations  and  all  except  two  interior 
ranger  stations  were  manned  during  the  month.     Effective  October  15,  all 
entrance  gates  to  the  park  were  kept  locked  from  9 {00  p.m.  to  7*30  &*m.,   in 
order  to  more  effectively  keep  a  check  on  persons  entering  and  leaving  the 
park.     Post-season  permits  were  issued  to  all  ears  entering  the  park,  as 
the  sale  of  regular  permits  was  discontinued  at  the  close  of  September. 

At  the  close  of  the  month  all  patrol  cabins  vrere  stocked  with  winter 
rations,   and  were  put  in  a  state  of  readiness  for  use  on  fall  and  winter 
patrols.     Boundary  patrols  were  maintained  in  the  areas  where  hunting  is 
permitted  adjacent  to  the  park.     Highway  patrols  were  continued  throughout 
the  month  whenever  possible.     Miscellaneous  duties  such  as  trail  maintenance, 
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outting  of  wood  in  isolated  areas,  maintenance  of  structures  and  corrals, 
disseminating  information  to  park  visitors,  patrol  of  side  roads,  etc, 
were  also  performed* 

Two  district  rangers,  John  W.  Jay  and  William  A*  Eyquist,  attended  the 
Building  Fire  and  Inspection  Training  Sohool  that  was  in  session  from  October 
18  to  28  at  Tosemite  National  Park* 

The  services  of  the  only  seasonal  ranger  on  duty  during  the  month  were 
terminated  at  the  close  of  work  on  October  16. 

Law  Snf  or  cement.   One  case  was  brought  before  the  U*  3.  Commissioner  at 
Mammoth  during  the  month.  This  case  involved  the  illegal  killing  of  three 
elk  within  the  park  by  two  men,  Prank  L.  Kfardell  and  Glenn  2.  Goff,  both 
residents  of  West  Yellowstone.  They  were  apprehended,  after  a  ehase  by 
protection  division  personnel,  at  the  West  Entrance  with  the  elk  in  their 
possession.  The  two  men  pleaded  guilty  before  the  U.  S*  Commissioner,  and 
each  defendant  was  ordered  to  pay  a  fine  of  ^300  and  sentenced  to  three 
months  in  gail.   In  addition,  their  firearms  were  confiscated. 

Wildlife  and  Fish  Cultural  Activities.  BEARS.  Bears  were  much  more 
numerous  along  the  park  roads  during  October  than  is  usual.  Mild  weather 
and  continued  comparatively  heavy  travel  over  park  roads  appear  to  be 
responsible  for  the  bears  remaining  in  evidence  this  late  in  the  season. 
Ho  grizsly  bear  was  seen  at  the  Fishing  Bridge  and  Canyon  dump  grounds  during 
the  last  half  of  the  month. 

Ho  bear  injury  was  reported  for  the  month  and  the  total  for  the  season 
remains  at  36.  Ten  property  damages  were  reported  during  October,  bringing 
the  season  total  to  36.  Two  mature  brown  bears  *»re  destroyed  as  necessary 
control  measures.  Bears  killed  this  year  total  six  blaoks  and  three  grisslies. 
In  addition,  two  black  bears  were  killed  because  seriously  injured  in  acci- 
dents. 


A  few  deer  moved  into  the  Mammoth  area,  apparently  to  feed  on 
the  lawns,  but  there  was  no  noted  movement  to  outside  areas  where  hunting 
conditions  were  poor*  During  average  seasons,  most  of  the  deer  killed  by 
hunters  in  southern  Park  County,  Montana,  are  taken  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  season  which  closes  on  November  15* 

3LK.  Mild  weather  and  a  total  lack  of  snow  resulted  in  the  elk  remain- 
ing on  summer  and  early  fall  ranges  during  October.  No  noticeable  movement 
was  noted  so  that  hunting  conditions  were  very  unfavorable  in  open  areas 
beyond  the  park  boundaries.  Only  small  numbers  of  local  elk  were  taken  by 
hunters  in  Park  and  Gallatin  Counties,  Montana,  and  hunters  were  generally 
discouraged  by  the  unfavorable  conditions  resulting  from  continued  mild 
weather  and  the  lack  of  snow.  The  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Ooamission  set 
the  maximum  kill  for  southern  Park  County  at  2,600  animals  and  the  upper 
Gallatin  kill  at  400  for  the  current  season* 
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BIGHORH.     These  animals  made  t)«ir  appearand*  near   the   Gardiner  River 
below  Mammoth  early  in  October  but  only  a  small  number  have   been  seen* 

PRONGHORK.     Pronghorns  left  their  higher  sunnier  ranges  near  Laaar, 
Antelope  Creek  and  upper  Geode  Creek  and  gathered  on  the  winter  range  below 
Mammoth  in  the  vicinity  of  Mt.   averts,   Gardiner  and  Stevens  Creek.     Thirty- 
eight  were  observed  north  of  the  park  boundary  on  October  17* 

FISH  CULTURE.     The  fish  trap,    located  on  the  Madison  Hiver  near  Hest 
Yellowstone  and  operated  by  the  State  of  Montana,  was  used  after  October  1 
to  take  Loeh  Leven  trout  for  spawn-taking  purposes.      Few  fish  were  taken 
until  after  mid-month  but  approximately  one-fourth  million  eggs  were  ob- 
tained by  the  end  of  October.     In  accordance  with  the  agreement  with  the 
Montana  Fish  and  Game  Concussion,   twenty  per  cent  of  the  una  pawned  Loeh 
Lsven  and  all  rainbow  trout  and  whitefish  are  being  passed  over  the  traps  to 
ascend  the  river. 

Forest  Fire  Protection.     A  fire  at  Cascade  Lake  was  seen  and  reported 
by  Dale  Nuss,   former  seasonal  ranger  on  October  2J4,.     Muss  saw  the  fire  from 
a  mountain  above  Canyon  and  went  to  the  Public  Roads  Administration  camp  at 
Canyon  and  reported  it.     This  fire  burned  a  large  amount  of  grass  in  the 
meadow  adjacent  to  Cascade  Lake  and  entered  the  timber  around  the  meadow 
for  short  distances  in  several  places,    causing  considerable  mop-up  work  for 
a  five  man  crew  of  rangers  using  a  Paoific  Pump* 

Forest  Insects.     Mr.  Tom  Terrell  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant 
Quarantine  was  contacted  by  Assistant  Chief  Sanger  Chapman  on  October  19 
at  the  Beohler  River  Ranger  Station  and  the  mountain  pine  beetle  problem 
was  discussed  as  well  as  other  forest  insect  problems.     Mr.  Terrell  states 
that  a  50*man-days  of  survey  work  has  been  carried  on  in  the  area  from  West 
Thumb  to  the  South  Forest  Road  Camp  and  that  in  the  Yellowstone  area  prac- 
tically no  Dendroctonous  montioola  attacks  were  seen.     Chapman  in  riding 
across  the  Beohler  River  District  from  Beohler  Station  to  Shoshoni  Creek 
saw  but  six  infested  trees. 

Trails.     A  large  blow  down  in  spruce  and  fir  occurred  in  the  Beohler 
River -Old  Faithful  trail  on  the  north  side  of  the  Continental  Divide,   some- 
time this  fall  and  was  seen  on  a  recent  horseback  trip  in  that  area. 

Accidents.     Three  motor  vehicle  accidents  were  reported  during  the 
month,   two  of  them  being  Class  B  accidents  and  the  other  Class  &•     All  were 
of  a  minor  nature.     These  accidents  involved  privately  owned  trehioles. 

Personnel.     James  F.   O'Connor,  Payroll  Clerk,  CAF-ij.,  resigned  at  the 
close  ot  business  October  8.     Charles  C.  Fuller  was  promoted  from  the  posi- 
tion of  Fiscal  Accounting  Clerk,   CAF-6  to  Fisoal  Accountant,  CAF-?  effective 
October  17  •     J.  Stanley  Fillmore  was  promoted  from  the  position  of  store- 
keeper (General),    CAF-I4.  to  Storekeeper  (General),   CAF-5  effective  October  22. 
William  A.   Biastooh  was  appointed  to  the  newly  created  position  of  Property 
Clerk,   GAF-^4-  under  regulation  2,111+  (a)  on  October  26.     larren  D.  Botehkiss 
was  promoted  from  the  position  of  l^rehouscman-Truok  Driver,  CAF-3  to  the 
position  of  Payroll  Clerk,  CAP-U  October  17*     John  W.   Galle  was  appointed 
to  the  position  of  larehouseman-Truck  Driver,  CAF-3  under  regulation  2»lli4,(a) 
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October  17.  Ruth  C.  Carlson,  Seasonal  Glerk-fypist,  CAF-3  was  terminated 
at  the  close  of  business  October  22  and  Isabel  C*  MoCabe,  Seasonal  Clerk- 
Stenographer,   CAF-5  was  terminated  at  the  close  of  business  October  29. 

Deaths*     The  father  of  Mrs.  Irene  Svans,  Telephone  Operator,  died  at 
More  land,  Idaho,  on  October  2. 

The  father  of  Robert  R.  Robinson,  Jr.,  Master  Mechanic,  died  at  Oakdale, 
California,   on  October  18. 

Miscellaneous.     The  first  meeting  following  the  summer  season  was  held 
in  the  Canteen  by  the  Federal  imployees  Union,  #i+65  on  October  k* 

Lawrence  Murray,   Slectrioian,  Jfetional  Park  Service,  was  married  at  Las 
Vegas,  Bevada,  on  Ootober  5  *©  Smma  Lou  Li 1 ley,  who  was  employed  as  the  Post- 
mistress at  Lake  Store  this   last  summer. 

ISillis  Stanton,  Payroll  Supervisor,  and  Agnes  Welch,  Clerk-Stenographer, 
both  employed  in  the  fiscal  office  here  were  married  in  Helena,  Montana,  on 
October  15 • 

A  Halloween  party  for  the  children  of  the  Mammoth  eomsaunity  was  held 
in  the  Canteen  on  October  29  and  the  following  night  the  Federal  Saployeee 
union  sponsored  a  Halloween  dance  in  the  Canteen. 


Bdmund  B.  Rogers, 

Superintendent  • 

cot     Region  Two,  in  quintuple. 
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